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Conservation of biodiversity of Pistacia atlentica in Syria

Darouish,S'; Touchan,H?; Ayad,G?; Al-Khatib,M'
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Water has always been scarce in the Arab world especially for most Mediterranean
Countries. At present over half the region's crops are grown under irrigation, and
agriculture accounts for around 85% of the total consumption of water. In the field, the
unbalance or the gap between the needs and the availability of water resources implies the
phenomenon of over exploitation and thus the dissipation of water reserves and even
tensions and conflicts between the users, the regions and neighbour countries.

This imbalance does not only face southern countries of the planet but even the euro-
Mediterranean area, where the resources are reducing from day to day. In these areas, the
future scenarios foresee climatic changes with reduction of effective rainfall and increase of
the evaporative demand of the atmosphere. As a consequence, crop water requirements will
tend to became higher and higher and the irrigation will represent the main factor for
gathering interesting productive standards in field. = However, with rapidly growing
industrialization, urbanization development and population increase, the economic
competitiveness of agriculture in water allocation is scarce.

Pistachio is an important economic horticultural crop for the whole region. Its wild
relatives play a fundamental role in the conservation of ecosystems, particularly in those
difficult areas prone to drought and characterized by poor soils, while there is also a source
of pest and disease resistance for the cultivated varieties.

The resource base of pistacia species is under threat of severe genetic erosion,
because local varieties are being replaced by a few commercial types and wild species are
being destroyed by human activities.

This activity was created to enhance the use of pistacia genetic resources through the
cooperative efforts among national programs across CWANA. This work builds on
previous achievements of the Underutilized Mediterranean Species project, and focuses its
attention on: -assessment of the distribution of the genetic diversity of the pistacia gene
pool -documentation of its genetic diversity and degree of erosion . -safeguard of its genetic
resources and associated knowledge through ex situ and in situ conservation methods . -
promotion of their greater use through better understanding of agro-morphological and
market-driven traits, exchange of material and experiences among countries and public
awareness.
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