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Vegetation Cover in Arid and Semi-Arid Regions of Iraq
and the Role of Protection on Plant Biodiversity

Tariq A. J. Al-Ani
College of Science for Women, Univ. of Baghdad, Iraq

About 50 percent of the total area of Iraq accounts for arid and semi-Arid
regions. Annual rain fall ranges between 50 to 250 mm. An ecological survey
revealed that the major perennial plant communities in these regions are
Haloxylon salicornicum, Artemisia  herba-alba, Rhanterium  epapposum,
Psammophytic and halophytic communities. Their distribution and densities are
closely correlated to the ecological habitats.

Some information regarding plant biodiversity (e.g.  Ephemerals,
Ephemeroides and perennial shrubs) are included. The field work supported that
the major factors causing degradation of the vegetation cover are the misuse and
abuse of these resources by man and his livestock.

Results of various scientific works regarding the role of protected areas
(enclosures) on qualitative and quantitative aspects of plant biodiversity are
presented. Recommendations and suggested measures to improve the degraded
arid and semi-arid ecosystem are included.

Keywords: Arid zones — vegetation — plant biodiversity - protection
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