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Water Resources in Yemen and their Effect
upon the agricultural Sector

Falah. S. Aswad
Sana‘a Univ., College of Education, Arhab, Yemen

Long time ago water resources have had a significant influence upon the Yemen
people and their civilizations. Maarib Dam, which is mentioned in the sacrad Kuran, is
an example of [Such civilization. The collapse of the dam resulted in the decay of Sabaa
civilization and the people were forced to immigrate to the northern areas where feritle
land and water. The reason why Yemen gives such a vital role to water is that it lacks
flowing rivers. In order to get the utmost advantage from rain, the Yemeni used to level
the mountains slopes to protect the soil from erosion; secondly, the land is cultivated and
planted which in turn provides food and a stable life for these people. Moreover, they
exploited these areas to slow down water- flowing. The planted trees protect the soil and ,
in addition, they digged basins that store falling water. This state of harmony between
rain and human needs helped man to live prospoursly. Since the seventies the
government adopted a new policy, giving priority to industrialization. Huge- digging-
well machines were imported. The increasing numbers of population and the expanding
of the cultivated areas are factors responsible for the decrease of the water storage. This
situation led to the imbalance between the amount of water available, and the amount
being used. The water in the deep geological layers in jeopardised. If the present state
continues, water resources will face unfavorable consequences, in that water basins will
run out of water, not mentioning the pollution that might affect the other part. The
government, for the above reasens, is expected to take certain measures that promote and
develop the agricultural sector. Recently, food provision plays a vital role in maintaining
stability and prosperity, taking into account that crops such as wheat are normally used to
politically blackmail and put pressure on needy countries.
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